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Heritage Restored: The Garden of the Palace of
Established Happiness
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025 is a significant year for China's cultural heritage. It is the

Palace Museum's centennial and the 25" anniversary of its
partnership with the Hong Kong-based China Heritage Fund
(CHF), founded by Mr. Ronnie C. Chan in 1997. Among the most
significant achievements of this pioneering collaboration is the
full-scale reconstruction of the Garden of the Palace of Established
Happiness in the Forbidden City, completed between 2000 and 2005.

Originally commissioned by Emperor Qianlong in 1742, shortly
after his ascension to the throne, the Garden became his favorite
retreat within the Forbidden City. It was a sanctuary where he
composed poetry, practiced calligraphy and painting, and installed
the finest pieces of his cherished art collection. Tragically, this very
collection contributed to the Garden's destruction in a mysterious
fire in 1923.

The idea of reconstructing the Garden was brought to Mr. Chan's
attention in the mid-1990s. Recognizing its historical and cultural
significance, he championed the project, which became the Palace
Museum's first and largest full-scale reconstruction, as well as its
first partnership with a non-governmental organization —
especially one based in Hong Kong.

The restoration had a bold vision: to rebuild all 20-plus structures
using only traditional methods and materials as closely as possible
to those used during Emperor Qianlong's reign. The goal was not
only to restore a lost architectural gem but also to revitalize
traditional Chinese craftsmanship.
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The restoration employed as much traditional methods and original materials as possible. China Heritage Fund is keen to support projects which are self-sustainable, and
regard conservation training, project management as key factors to a meaningful heritage preservation project
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(From left to right) Mrs. May Holdsworth, Author;

Ms. Happy Harun, Project Director of China Heritage Fund;
Mr. Ronnie C. Chan, Honorary Chair of Hang Lung

One notable example of this dedication was the preservation and
reinforcement of original stone column bases that had survived
the fire. New stone was sourced from the same quarry used by
imperial masons of the Ming and Qing dynasties, ensuring
historical continuity. Remarkably, the reinforced bases proved as
effective — if not more so — than their original forms. Every step of
the restoration was meticulously documented using the best
available technology at the time.

This extraordinary project is chronicled in Mrs. May Holdsworth's
book, The Palace of Established Happiness: Restoring a Garden in the
Forbidden City, first published in English in 2008. A new Traditional
Chinese edition was released this summer. Looking ahead, a major
exhibition on the Garden is planned for Hong Kong in 2027, coinciding
with the 30" anniversary of Hong Kong's return to China.
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estlake 66 in Hangzhou, Hang Lung's 11" project in the

Chinese Mainland, has reached a new milestone in sustainable
development with the use of low carbon emissions steel in the
construction of a major tunnel. This material accounts for 95% of
the tunnel's reinforcing steel bars, significantly reducing the
project's embodied carbon footprint.

The steel, supplied by Baoshan Iron & Steel Co,, Ltd. (“Baosteel"),
is produced using renewable energy and recycled scrap, resulting
in a 50% reduction in embodied carbon emissions compared to
conventional steel. This achievement builds on our success at
Plaza 66 in Shanghai, where the Pavilion Extension became the
first commercial real estate project in Chinese Mainland to adopt
this innovative material.

Since 2024, nearly 2,700 tonnes of low carbon emissions steel
have been procured across our Hangzhou and Shanghai projects,
contributing to a combined 45% carbon reduction in steel-related
emissions.

Looking ahead, we remain committed to advancing low-carbon
construction through responsible procurement and collaboration
with industry leaders such as the China Iron and Steel Association
(CISA), World Steel Association (worldsteel), and the Urban Land
Institute.
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The Plaza 66 Pavilion Extension, which
topped out in June 2025, is constructed |
using nearly 100% low-carbon steel for
all above-ground structural elements
and reinforcement bars

Properties; and Prof. Ying Chan, Honorary Professor of
Journalism and Media Studies Centre at The University
of Hong Kong, at the launch talk for the Traditional
Chinese edition of The Palace of Established Happiness:
Restoring a Garden in the Forbidden City
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